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BULLETIN OF THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 



IN MEMORIAM 

JOSEPH HODGES CHOATE 

Died May 14, 1917 

incorporator of the metropolitan mu- 
SEUM OF ART, 187O — TRUSTEE CONTIN- 
UOUSLY FROM 187O UNTIL THE DAY OF HIS 
DEATH FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT, I9IO — 1917 

PREEMINENT as was Mr. Choate in 
the spheres of law, diplomacy, and states- 
manship, responsive as he always was to 
every call for public service, his memory 
will be cherished by The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art for his wise and efficient 
leadership at the time of its organization 
and in the earlier years of its development. 
To him in large degree the Museum owes 
the breadth of its original scope, embracing 
all arts and embracing art in its relation 
to education and practical life as well as 
to the enjoyment of the beautiful. To 
him also the Museum is largely indebted 
for the form of its relation to the City of 
New York, which has made it essentially 
a public institution, a museum of the 
people, sustained largely by the people 
and administered for the people. 

He was a member of the Provisional 
Committee, appointed in 1869, following 
the initial meeting of public-spirited citi- 
zens of New York under the presidency of 
the venerable William Cullen Bryant, when 
they determined that "it was expedient and 
highly desirable that efficient and judicious 
measures should at once be initiated with 
reference to the establishment in the city 
of a Museum of Art, on a scale worthy of 
the metropolis and of a great nation." 
Though at that time young in years, he 
was already distinguished in ability and 
public spirit. 

Nearly half a century has elapsed since 
then. During all that time, except when 
patriotic duty called him to represent 
his country at the Court of St. James's, 
Mr. Choate was constant in his watchful- 
ness over the institution which he helped 
to found, always ready as its wise counselor, 
gracious as its spokesman, a true prophet 
of its future. A member of the Executive 
Committee of its first Board of Trustees, 
he ever remained active, helpful, cheerful, 



giving, as he himself said of his associates, 
" unstinted time and study to the advance- 
ment of their cherished purpose" — the 
encouragement and development of the 
study of the fine arts, and the application 
of the arts to manufactures and practical 
life, and to that end, of furnishing popular 
instruction. Even during these later years, 
after having declined to accept the Presi- 
dency of the Museum, he continued his 
active service both as First Vice-President 
and as a member of its Executive Com- 
mittee. 

The Trustees of The Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art, deeply conscious of their loss 
in his death, record their testimony to 
the high service rendered by him to the 
Museum during his forty-seven years of 
trusteeship, and through it to his city 
and his country. 

As illustrative of his relations to the 
Museum, his grasp of its scope, and his 
hopes for its future, many of which have 
been realized, they direct that the essential 
parts of his address at the opening of the 
first Museum building in Central Park on 
March 30, 1880, be reprinted in the next 
issue of the Museum Bulletin. 

ADDRESS OF 
JOSEPH H. CHOATE 

AT THE OPENING OF THE MUSEUM BUILDING 
MARCH 30, l88o 

MR. PRESIDENT, Ladiesand Gen- 
tlemen: If, as has sometimes been said, it is 
dangerous to know too much about Art, 
you must admire the caution and wisdom 
of these Trustees in putting forward their 
most ignorant member to express their 
sentiments on this occasion. 

In their name I bid you a most hearty 
welcome to these halls. We congratulate 
ourselves upon the fortunate auspices by 
which the day is marked. An era of 
unexampled prosperity gladdens all hearts, 
and favors so bold an undertaking. The 
State for almost the first time in its history, 
with liberal bounty has provided and 
equipped a suitable building as the per- 
manent home of the Museum. The pres- 
ence of the honored President of the Nation 
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JOSEPH HODGES CHOATE 

AS HE APPEARED IN THE EARLY YEARS 
OF THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 

FROM A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN BY SARONY IN l886 



